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The Federal Government Shutdown and Social Work
	On the 23rd of January 2019, two days before the end of the longest federal government shutdown in the US history, Elizabeth Farmer wrote an article calling for the immediate end of the shutdown. The author was writing on behalf of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW). The author reports that the shutdown had negatively affected various social work programs and making the work of social workers very difficult. The author asserts that social workers and other government service providers were greatly demotivated over the course of the shutdown and that the people depending on various government services, especially social work services, were the greatest sufferers (Farmer, 2019). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I agree with the author. However, her representation of the impact of the shutdown on social work services is but an icing on the cake. The shutdown was much more disastrous than she represented. The shutdown caused many poor people. Homeless people, breastfeeding mothers, and children to go without usual supplies hence jeopardizing all efforts made previously in ensuring the wellbeing of these individuals. Additionally, the impact of the shutdown was felt more sorely considering the time of the year. The shutdown came at the height of the festive period hence restraining the ability of social work departments to facilitate festivities for the less fortunate in society. Additionally, the extension to early 2019 has greatly limited the success of social work activities to enhance education. 
	In future, it is important for the Congress to attempt to limit the duration of shutdown while the budgetary debates are ongoing. Alternatively, it is necessary for the government to put policies in place that will ensure that essential services like social work are not jeopardized during future shutdowns. 
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